
There are so many small ways I feel I have been an advocate for my students, however I will choose one of these time to highlight in my portfolio.  I chose this situation because of the response I received from the students it touched.  I had a group of three boys in my reading replacement class. They all stated over and over to my cooperating teacher and me how much they hated to read. I tried to look into this hatred closer. I realized that the cooperating teacher kept assigning stories on baseball even though none of the boys liked the sport at all.  I don’t know if this was a subject that had served her well in the past, but it was not a subject that these boys were interested in at all. When it was time for me to take over the class I handed out a poll asking the students what they were interested in.  I then searched online and in book stores to find high interest low readability books on subjects closer to the ones they liked. I also allowed them to choose from three different novels when we started our novel.  I think that this freedom of choice helped the students to realize that reading is not always about something you hate and can actually teach you more about what you like. I hope that I at least lit a spark to foster a love for reading and the gaining of knowledge. 
Card from one of the boys in this class
